
 

 

        MRCP vs. ERCP 
 
Magnetic resonance 
cholangiopancreatography 
allows evaluation of the biliary 
tree in a noninvasive manner, 
in patients with suspected bile 
duct obstruction. 

 

It can diagnose bile duct obstruction in approximately 95-100% of the cases and 
can determine the level of obstruction to 85-100% of cases.  Bile duct obstruction 
is diagnosed with maximal dimension of the common bile duct measured on 
coronal source images at 7 mm in patients with gallbladders and 10mm in 
patients after cholecysterctomy. 

 

   
 

MRCP: 
 

Schedule the patient for an MRI 
 

NPO 6 hours 
 

Results in 45 minutes 
 

No Radiation Exposure 
 

↓ $ $ $ 

ERCP:  
 

Patient Prep 
 

Physician time 
 

Nursing Time 
 

Pre Op 
 

Nursing Care/Sedation 
 

Radiation Exposure 
 

Post Op/Recovery 
 

$ $ $ ↑ 
For more information about ordering your patient’s MRI contact one of our 3 
conveniently located centers: 


